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Chapter RL 161

REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTIFICATION

RL 161.01  Applicability. RL 161.08  Educationakquivalencies — clinical substance abuse counselor and
RL 161.02  Translation required. independentlinical supervisar

RL 161.03  General requirements for certification. RL 161.09  Work experience restrictions.

RL 161.04  Counselor applications. RL 161.10  Display of credential.

RL 161.05  Supervisor applications. RL 161.1 Certification by reciprocity

RL 161.06  Prevention applications.
RL 161.07  Educationakequivalencies — substance abuse counselor and inter
mediateclinical supervisor

Note: Chapter RL 161 was created as an gyaecy rule éective 9-10-07. (4) Forapplicants whinave a pending criminal clggr or have
beenconvicted of a crime under the laws of this state or any other

RL 161.01 Applicability. (1) A person credentialed by stateor of the United States or any other courggbmits all infor
the department who treats alcohol or substance dependencymationnecessary for the department to determine whetheirthe
abusein a clinic certified under ch. DHS 75, shall be a substancamstancesf the pending criminal chge or conviction arsub
abusecounselor-in-training, a substance abaosanselor or a stantiallyrelated to the duties of the credentialed activity
clinical substance abuse counsetarpossesthe specialty ceri  History: CR 07-031: crRegister November 2007 No. 623, é2-1-07.
fication under s. MPSW 1.09.

(2) All personsemployed in positions providing substance RL 161.04 Counselor applications. (1) SUBSTANCE
use disorder treatment shall be certified under this chapter ABUSE COUNSELOR-IN-TRAINING. An applicant for certification as
unders. MPSW 1.09. a substance abuse counselor—-in-training shall submit evidence

(3) ChaptersRL 160 to 168 do not apply to any of the follow Satisfactoryto the department that all of the following have been
ing: met: . . .

(a) A physician, as defined in s. 448.01 Sjats., who prac (&) That the applicant has a high school diploma, an HSED or
ticesas a substance abuse clinical superyisoprovides sub .
stanceuse disorder counseling, treatment, or preverg@wices (b) Successful passage of an ethics, boundaries and jurispru
within the scope of his or her license. dence examination developed or approved by the department.

(b) A licensed clinical social workeas defined in s. 457.01  (c) Successful completion of 100 hours of specialized educa
(1r), Stats., a licensed professional counselor as defined irtign in the transdisciplinary foundations in compliance with s. RL
457.01(7), Stats., or a licensed marriage and family theragist 166.02. An oiganized educational field experience program from
definedin s. 457.04(3), Stats., who provides substance use disan accredited school fulfills this requirement.

dercounseling, treatment, or prevention services withirstiope (d) Current employment, a writtenfef of employment or an
of his or her credential. agreementuthorizing volunteer hours at an agency providing

(c) Alicensed psychologist, as defined in s. 455.019@)ts., substanceise disorder treatment. The applicactinical super
who practices as a substance abuse clinical superoigmovides visor shall review the education submitted pursuant to(pgrand
substanceuse disorder counseling, treatment, or prevention setttestthat theeducation submitted by the applicant fulfills the
viceswithin the scope of his or her license. requirementof s. RL 166.02.

(4) Until January 1, 20, a licensed clinical social workas (2) SUBSTANCEABUSE COUNSELOR. (&) Except as provided in
definedin s. 457.01 (1r), Stats., who worked as a clinical superyar. (b), an applicant for certification as a substance abuse coun
soras defined in s. DHS 75.021§1(d), in ach. DHS 75 clinic prior selorshall submit evidence satisfactorythe department of all of
to December 1, 2007, may act as a clinical supervisor and provibe following:

clinical supervision under chs. RL 160 to 168. 1. Successful passage of the International Certification Reci

History: CR 07-031: crRegister November 2007 No. 623, &2-1-07;correc- ; i i
tionsin (1) and (4) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register April 2009 Noiprouty Consoryum Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse written coun
640. selorexamination.

2. That the applicant hashigh school diploma, an HSED or
RL 161.02 Translation required. An application for cer GED.

tification is incomplete until all materials requested are received 3 Completion of 4,000 hours of work experiepegforming
by thedepartment, in English or accompanied by a certified Enghe practice dimensionsupervised by an individual defined in s.
lish translation. _ RL 162.02 (1), within 5 years immediately preceding the date of
History: CR 07-031: crRegister November 2007 No. 624, 42-1-07. application. Experience in excess of 40 hours per week or 2,000
. e hours per year does not count in meetingetgerienceequire
RL 161.03 General requirements for certification. ment, The 4,000 hours shall include all of the following:
The department shall not graahy certificate under this chapter a. Two thousanl hours in performirg the pactiee dmensions

unless the appllcant d.oes. all of the follqulng: with patiens who have a pimary substancesse dsorde diagnosis.
(1) Submitsan application for the certificate to the department : . .
b. One thousand hours in substance use disorder counseling

on a form provided by the department. . - R X
Note: Applications are available on request fréime department at 1400 East with at least 500 hours in a one-on—one individual modality set

WashingtonAvenue, RD. Box 8935Madison, Visconsin 53708, or from the depart ting.

mentswebsite at: http:/fdrl.wi.gov c. A minimum of 200 hours of counseling during the 12
(2) Paysthe fee specified in s. 440.05 (1), Stats. month period immediately preceding the date of application, of
(3) Meetsthe qualifications established by the department fevhich 100 hours shall have been completed using an individual

the credential sought. modality setting.
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4. Completion of the requirements of s. RL 166.03. An appkubstanceisedisorder treatment service as a clinical supervisor
cantwho previously held a certificate fratime Wsconsin Certifi ~ of counselors certified under this section or urdéPSW 1.09.
cationBoard, Inc., and can provide documentation of accumula (b) Successful passage of an ethics, boundaries and jurispru
tion of 1000r more hours of approved specialized education asgénce examination developed or approved by the department.
March 1,2007,may submit proof of completion of the balance of (c) Current certification as one of the following:
the 360 hours specified in s. RL66.03 from sources other than 1. A clinical substance abuse counselor

a comprehensive program. . . . .
P prog 2. A professional counselamarriage andamily therapist or

I(b) ,?;n applicant flor ce[jtifictatilor& %s ?hsubsta_nce abu;(ﬁ-cngcim worker holding a credential under ch. 457, Stats., at the
selor who ispreviously credentialed by the marriage and fami . . ; ; el
therapy, professional counseling and social work examininEgssfs\r/ilg\éel or higher with the specialty authorization of s.

boardshall submit evidence satisfactory to tepartment of ful
filling the requirements of s. MPSW 1.09.

(3) CLINICAL SUBSTANCEABUSE COUNSELOR. An applicantor

(d) Completion of 2,000 hours of patient counseling experi
ence performing the practice dimensions as a clinical substance
certificationas a clinical substance abuse counselor shall subf} usecounselgr supervised by an individual defingd s. RL

id of he d £ all of the following: .02 (1), within 5 years immediately preceding the date of
evidence satisfactory to the department of all of the following:y  jication. The 2,000 hours shall include 200 hours in direct, in

(a) Successful passage of the International Certification- Regersonsubstance use disorder patient counseling. Experience in

procity Consortium Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse written counexcessf 40 hours per week or 2,000 hours per year does not count
selorcertification examination taken on or after June 1, 2008. jff meeting the experience requirement.

thewritten examination was taken before June 1, 2008, an-appli () |\rermEDIATE CLINICAL SUPERVISOR. An applicant for cer
cantshall have either successfully pastteelinternational Cerli yification asan intermediate clinical supervisor shall submit evi

fication Reciprocity Consortium case presentation method-intgjece satisfactory to the department of all of the following:
view on or before December 31, 200&, have successfully () Current certification as one of the following:
retakenthe written counselor certification examination on or after = g:
Junel, 2008. 1. A clinical substance abuse counselor

Note: Prior to June 1, 2008, to receive a clinical substance abuse counselor creden 2. A professional counselamarriage andamily therapist or
tial, an applicant had to pass a written counselor examination and a case presentgtigtial worker holding a credential under ch. 457, Stats., at the
methodoral interview (oral examination) authorized by the International Cettific ) . . . . L
tion & Reciprocity Consortium (IC&RC). Ective June 1, 2008, the IC&R@ith- ‘master'slevel or higher with the specialty authorization of s.
drewits authorization fothe oral examination and instead requires an applicant fflPSW 1.09.
completean updated written counselor examination which includes a seotion H e He i ;
replacethe oral examination. Pursuant toareement between the department an (b) Verlflcatlon of one year clgnlcal superwsory experlence as
the IC&RC, applicants who took the written examination prior to June 1, 2008, wdld€ Supervisor otou_n_selors certn_‘led under t!’]IS section or under
ableto complete the oral examination until December 31, 2008. s. MPSW 1.09. Clinical supervisory experience obtained after

(b) Completion of 7,000 hours of patient counseling expefdecemberl5, 2009shall be supervised by an intermediate €lini
enceperforming the practice dimensions asubstance abusecal supervisoran independent clinical supervisarphysician, or
counselorsupervised by an individual defined in s. RL 162.02 psychologist wheractices as a substance abuse clinical super
(1), within 5 years immediately preceding ithate of application. visor within the scope of his or her license. This year shall include
The 7,000 hours shall include 2,000 hours in direct, in pesabn the provisionof 200 contact hours of in person clinical supervi
stanceuse disorder patient counseling. Experience in excess ofsf@n.
hoursper week or 2,000 hours per year does not count in meeting(c) Verification of 30 hours of classroom training in clinical
the experience requirement. supervision. This shall include a minimum of 6 hours of training

(c) As specified in s. RL 166.03, attendance and completidheach of the following domains:
of 360 hours of approved specialized education in substance usel. Assessment or evaluation.
disordercounseling within a comprehensive program covering 2. Counselor development.
the transdisciplinary foundations and practice or attendance and 5 Management or administration.
completionof 360 hoursof approved specialized education in 4. Professional responsibilit
substanceuse disorder counseling within a degree program P Yy

approvedby the department in a field with an addiction emphasis (d) Completion of 2,000 hours of patient counseling experi
or concentration in clinical counseling. ence performing the practice dimensions as a clinical substance

gbusecounselqrsupervised by an individual definéd s. RL
62.02 (1), within 5 years immediately preceding the date of
gaplication.

(d) An applicant who previously held a certificate from th
WisconsinCertification Board, Inc., and can providecumenta
tion of accumulation of 100 or more hours of approved specializ

educationas of March 1, 2007, may submitof of completion 1. Experience irexcess of 40 hours per week or 2,000 hours
of the balance of the 360 hours from sources other than a compf Year does not count in meeting the experience requirement.
hensiveprogram. 2. The hours referred to in this paragraph shall include 200

(f) Successful passage of an ethics, boundaries and jurisﬁ]’ﬁ”rsm direct, in person substance use disorder patient ceunsel
denceexamination developed or approved by the department!N9- ) o )
(g) Graduation from aaccredited school with an associse’ (e) Successful passage of the International Certification-Reci

bachelor’s,mastets or doctoraldegree in a behavioral sciencddrocity Consortium written clinical supervisor certification
field ' examination.

History: CR 07-031: cr Register November 2007 No. 623f. éf2-1-07; () Successful passage of an ethics, boundaries and jurispru
EmR0819:emerg. renum. (3)(a) to be (3) (a) 1. and am., c(3) (a) 2., r (3) (¢), denceexamination developed or approved by the department.
eff. 6—=18-08; CR 08-094: am. (3) (a), (3) (e) Register April 2009 No. 640, eff. . .
5-1-00. (3) INDEPENDENTCLINICAL SUPERVISOR. An applicant for certi

fication asan independent clinical supervisor shall submit evi

RL 161.05 Supervisor applications. (1) CunicaL dencesatisfactory to the department of all of the following:

SUPERVISOR-IN-TRAINING. An applicant for certificatioas a clini (a) Successfupassage of an ethics, boundaries and jurispru
cal supervisor—in—training shall subngévidence satisfactory to denceexamination developed or approved by the department.
the department of all of the following: (b) The applicant holds a current certificate listed in subd. 1.

(a) Current employment, a writtenfef of employment or an or 2. with verification of 10,000 hours of counseling experience
agreementauthorizing volunteer hours at an agency providingithin a period of no less than 5 years. This experiese
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includeat least completion of 2,000 hours of patientinseling completionof education resulting in degree in a behavioral sci
experienceperforming the practice dimensions as a clinicat sulencefield with an addiction emphasis a concentration in clini
stanceabuse counselpsupervised by an individual defined in scal counseling from aaccredited school may be used to satisfy
RL 162.02 (1), within 5yearsimmediately preceding the date ofin part, the experience requirement. The possession faflithe-
application. The 2,000 hours shall include 200 hours in direct, ing levels of the degrees may be exchanged for experience at the
personsubstance use disorder patient counseling. Experiencédtiowing rate:
excesof 40 hours per week or 2,000 hours per year does not count1) An associate degree equaR0 hours of supervised expe
in meeting the experience requirement. rience.

1. Aclinical substance abuse counselor (2) A bachelor degree equals 1,000 hours of supereisee

2. A professional counselamarriage andamily therapist or rience.

social worker holding a credential under ch. 457, Stats., at the (3) A master or doctoral degree equals 2,000 hours of super
master’slevel or higher with the specialty authorization of syised experience.

MPSW 1.09. History: CR 07-031: crRegister November 2007 No. 623, 4p-1-07.
(c) Verification of 2 years clinical supervisory experience as ] ] ) o
the supervisor of counselors certified under this chapBinical RL 161.08 Educational equivalencies — clinical

supervisoryexperience obtained after December 15, 2009, shallbstance abuse counselor and independent clinical
be supervised by aimtermediate clinical supervisan indepen supervisor. For the purposes of 8L 161.04 (3) and 161.05
dent clinical supervispa physician, oapsychologist who prac (3), successful completion of education resulting in a degrae in
ticesas a substance abuse clinical supervisor within the scopdehavioralscience field with an addiction emphasis or concentra
his or her license. These 2 years shall include the provision of 2@ in clinical counseling from an accredited school may be used
contacthours of in person clinical supervision. to satisfy in part, the experience requirement. The possession of
(d) Verification of 30 hours of classroom training in clinicafh€following levels of the degrees shall be exchanged for experi
supervision. This shall include a minimum of 6 hours of training2Nceat the following rate:

in each of the following domains: (1)_An associate degreequals 1,000 hours dcfupervised
1. Assessment or evaluation. experience. .
2. Counselor development. (2) A bachelor degree equals 2,000 hours of supereisee

rience.

8. Management or administration. (3) A master or doctoral degree equals 4,000 hours of -super
4. Professional responsibility vised experience. !

(€) Successful passage of the International Certification ReCiistory: 'R 07-031: crRegister November 2007 No. 623, 42-1-07.
procity Consortium written clinical supervisor certification
examination. ) RL 161.09 Work experience restrictions. (1) All
History: CR 07-031: crRegister November 2007 No. 623, 2-1-07. experienceother than educational equivalencies shall be in the
areasof the practice dimensions with a patient who has a primary

RL 161.06 Prevention applications. (1) PREVENTION g hotancaise disorder diagnosis under appropriate clinical super
SPECIALIST-IN-TRAINING. An applicant for certification as@re v'{sion

ﬁgg;%?;?legﬁ:g fsor;g\llvsi#g:m't evidence satisfactory to the depar (2) Experience beyond 40 hoyserweek and 2,000 hours per
: . . calendaryear may not be counted.

GE(S) That the applicant has a high school diploma, an HSED Or-nstory: CR 07-031: crRegister November 2007 No. 623, 42-1-07.

(b) Completion of 40 hours of approved education and training RL 161.10 Display of credential. The credential or cer
coveringthe prevention domains. At leashéurs shall be in eth tificate of biennial certification shall be displayed ip@minent
ics. placeat the location where services are provided by each person

(2) PrevVENTION sPECIALIST. An applicant for certificatioms While certified by the department.
a prevention specialist shall submit evidence satisfactory to théfistory: CR 07-031: crRegister November 2007 No. 623, é2-1-07.
departmenof all of the following:
(a) That the applicant has a high school diploma, an HSEDV%
D.

GE abusecounselor who are credentialiedanother state or territory

(b) Successful passage of an ethics, boundaries and jurispit is 3 member of the International Certification Reciprocity
dence examination developed or approved by the departmentzqnsortiumshall:

__(c) Completion of 240 hours of approved education and-train ) \eet the requirements of ss. RL 161.03 and 161.04 (3) (a)
ing covering the prevention domains. Fifty hours of this tralnlngnd(n
shallbe specific to alcohol, tobacco or other substance afise. ’
least6 hours shall be in ethics.

(d) \erification of 2,000 hours of work experience as a preveﬁ
ggB:ﬁ:ﬁgf;;’;ht;?gllgﬂt\i’gw%gmgm um of 100 hours of the (c) Provide verification of the applicastctredentials in all

L e statesor countries in which the applicant has ever held a creden

(e) Successful passage of the International Certification Reg
procity Consortium written prevention specialist certification
examination.

(f) Verification of a 120 hour practicuin the prevention

RL 161.11 Certification by reciprocity. (1) Applicants
o hold a credential substantially similar to a clinisabstance

(b) Provideverification of the applicarg’eligibility for reck
rocity by the Internationalertification Reciprocity Conser
um.

(2) Applicantswho hold a credential substantially similar to
anindependent clinical supervisor issued by anattege or terri
tory that is a member of the International Certification Reciprocity

domainareas with no less than 10 hours in any prevention dom@ nsortiumshall:
area. Co
History: CR 07-031: crRegister November 2007 No. 623, 40~1-07. an((ja(l)e)Meet the requirements of ss. RL 161.03 and 161.05 (3) (a)
RL 161.07 Educational equivalencies — substance (b) Provideverification of the applicarg’eligibility for reck

abuse counselor and intermediate clinical supervisor. procity by the InternationaCertification Reciprocity Conser
For the purposes of ss. RL 161.04 (2) and 161.05 (2), successiumn.
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(c) Provide verification of the applicastcredentials in all tium shall:
statesand countries in which the applicant has held a credential. (a) Meet therequirements of ss. RL 161.03 and 161.06 (2) (b)
(d) Show evidence of holding a valid current certification z&nd(e). - . o .
anindependent substance abuse counselorigtNsin orcon (b) Provideverification of the applicarg’eligibility for reck
currently submits an applicatiorior reciprocal credentialing E?VOC'W by the InternationaCertification Reciprocity Conser
ium.

which satisfies the terms of s. RL 161.(@1). ) o ) o
(c) Provide verification of the applicastcredentials in all

(3) Applicantswho hold a credential substantially similar to tesand countries in which the applicant has held a credential
a prevention specialist issued by another state or territory thaﬂgistory: CR 07-031: crRegister November 2007 No. 623, 60—1-07correc- )

a member of the International Certification Reciprocity Consotion in (1) (a) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register April 2009 No. 640.
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